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Mrs. Roosevelt 
ys Help Friends 


1,500 Liberals Honor 
FDR at Dallas Meeting 


DALLAS 
About 1,500 liberals of Texas 
cheered Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and 
paid honor to hér late husband with 
a program at once progressive and 
confident here Monday night. 


Mrs. Roosevelt urged support for 


~g the March of Dimes and the sponsor- 


ing group, Americans for Democratic 
Action; she urged everyone to pay 
their poll tax; and she called for more 
economic aid to starving people abroad 
and for more federal control of our 
nattiral resources—water, forests, and 
grazing lands, 


She recalled that Congress debated 
five months on how to pay for wheat 
for famine-ridden India. Rations in 
famine areas were two tablespoons of 
cereal per day, so the old and the ba- 
bies were dying in the streets, she said. 
The Russians sent a little wheat—but 
right away. Mrs. Roosevelt said the 
communists are bent on world rule in- 
flexibly and that such blundering here 
gives them a boost, 

“You have to 


Z think about your 
friends, ; 


she said. “You have to think 
about how they might have a better 
life. 

The program homoring the late 
president featured recorded excerpts 
irom his speeches, played while a 
spothght focused on Mrs. Roosevelt 
and a portrait of Roosevelt behind 
her, 

Several others spoke, Fred Schmidt 
of Texas C.LO. said: “Texas labor 
submits that we cannot be good neigh- 
bors-in the world when we deny to a 
citizen a meal because of the color of 
his skin” or “exploit the nationals of 
a neighboring country to maintain low 
Wages in our own state.” 

_Alex Dickie of the Texas Farmers 
Union said that the economic problem 
is underconsumption, not overproduc- 
tion, “L see a world with half its citi- 
zens hungry every night, thousands 
dying daily in the streets of Calcutta 
and Bombay, while they holler in 
W ashington about too much food be- 
ing grown. When are we going to use 
it to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and win people to democracy?” he 
asked. . 

Jerry Holleman of Texas AFL 
spoke of the four freedoms and the 
need to extend them to other nations. 

I:dwin C. Washington, Jr, Dallas 
Negro leader, quoting Roosevelt that 
“democracy is every man and woman 
who loves democracy and serves the 
cause of freedom,” added that “those 
who do not serve the cause of freedom 
do not love democracy.” 

[‘rankli Jones of Marshall, the 
toastmaster, said in mock that he had 
told Governor Shivers of the meeting 
and invited him but that the Governor 
had replied: “I don’t believe a word 
of it—I haven't read a word about it 
in the Dallas Morning News.” Jones 
said that as he left him, the Governor 
was “muttering about free enterprise, 
tidelands, and the school kiddies.” 

Other speakers were Otto Mullinax 
of Dallas, Mrs, Minnie Fisher Cun- 
ningham of New Waverly, and Ken- 
neth Holbert of Daltas. 

Messagés were read from the three 
Democratic candidates for the presi- 
dency, Senator Johnson and Speaker 
Rayburn, former -President Truman, 


and other, 


The Second Look Begins 
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Saunders Says U.S. Trust May Not Be Declared Insolvent; 70 to 85 Percent Refund’s Possible 


AUSTIN 

It was a relatively tranquil hearing 
the senators had here Tuesday, 
Shortly before the Observer went to 
press Insurance Commission Chair- 
man Byron Saunders had explained 
that the imvestors in U.S. Trust & 
Guaranty may get back 70 to 85 per- 
cent of their money and that the com- 
pany might not have been insolvent, 
after all. He testified all day with the 
other two commissioners sitting be 
hind him silent. 

The new Senate investigating com- 
mittee chairman, Senator Bill Fly of 
Victoria, asked Saunders if he knew 
whether Felix Einsohn, Dallas audi- 
tor, “began to manage” U.S. Trust in 
the fall of this year. Fly said he had 
been told that U.S. Trust president A. 
Be Shoemake—still lingering in life in 
Waco—had paid “a lot of money to 
buy the management back.” Saunders 
said he didn’t know about it. 

Saunders said that he had not told 
Renne Atred, Jr., then attorney for 
the liquidator in the summer, 1954, 
that U.S, Trust was “broke,” as All- 
red had testified. Saunders attacked 
Allred, who was to testify Wednesday 
on certain explosive matters, 

Saunders reviewed what he called 
the Commission’s “constant surveil- 
lance” of U.S. Trust and its swhsid- 
jaries since it began an investigation in 
the summer and fall of 1954. He said 
those who have criticized the board 
have done a good bit of “Sunday 
morning quarterbacking.” 

Saunders said it cannot now be said 
for sure that the courts will find U.S 
Trust insolvent, The insurance com- 
missioners told the Observer last 
month that they were certain it was 
insolvent. 

The Observer will review the testi- 
mony before the legislative commit- 
tees in detail next week, 


THE LEGISLATIVE com- 
mittees themselves will have to double 
time for a good while before they can 


make the public forget the secret-ses- 


sion explosion last week. 

As four other members insisted on 
a secret session on the State Auditor's 
report on payments to legislators and 
then released it to the Sen 
Searcy Bracewell of Houston resigned 
as chairman and member and went 
back to Houston; Sen. Jimmy Phillip 
of Angleton said Bracewell was right, 
the other four should resign, and a 
whitewash is on; whereupon Senator 
Johnnie B, Rogers of Austin, one of 
the four, counter-proposed that he any 
Phillips make their income sources 
public at Sixth and Congress in Aus 
tin. “I'll give you three days to d 
a crowd,” Rogers told Phillips. 


press, 


Phillips said fine: let all the sena- 
tors on the committee do tt. 
This suggestion, however, did 1 


meet with unqualified approval of the 
committee. Senators Jarrard Secr« 
ot Temple, Rogers, and Wardlow 
Lane of Center indicated they would 
make their income sources public 
everyone on the committee 
quired to do so. Senator Ottis Lock « 
Lufkin said he had nothing to hide | 
would not permit the committee 
used for “political purposes.” Cl 
man Bill Fhy, Victoria, did not vo 


Was 





Campaign Funds 


AUSTIN 

Garland Smith, insurance com- 
missioner, has confirmed that h 
accepted “small” political contri- 
butions for Gov. Shivers | last 
summer while he was chairman 
of the Insurance Commission, Hs 
said they came from people fron 
“all walks of life,” perhaps in- 
cluding imsurance, “I 
them and turned them into cam- 
paign headquarters .... I did not 
keep any records so I do not have 
anv amounts or names,” Smith 


said. 


, 
accepted 
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GILES ENTERS PRISON AT HUNTSVILLE 


AUSTIN 

Bascom who wanted to be 
sovernor, surrendered himself to the 
Huntsville state prison at 6:15 Mon- 
day morning. He drove there from 
Austin in the dark. 

He left behind him the statement 
that no other state official or employee 
was involved in any of the transac- 
ti6ns for which he was convicted. 

He will be confined at Huntsville 
for from 14 months and 12 days—his 
minimum with time off for good be- 
havior nd parole—to a maximum of 
six years. 

Formal appeals from his 13 prison 
sentences are designed to cause them 
all to start on the same day, because 
they are all for six years or less, and 
they will all be served at once. 

In aggregate they total 75 years— 
twelve of six years and one of three— 
but by agreement between the state, 
the county prosecution officials, and 
the defense lawyers, judges in San 
Antonio, Crystal City, and Austia 
have made all the terms concurrent, 

The prosecution will probably drop 
a charge pending in Austin that Giles 
was an accomplice to theft of state 
funds of $85,875 in November, 1954, 
because the maximum term for that 
offense would be five years, and all 
prosecution officias months ago 
stopped thinking about recommend- 


jug that any of Giles’s terms be added 


Giles, 


His Terms Add Up to 75 Years 
But Will All Run at Once 


to, instead of made simultaneous with, 
his previous sentences. 

Another charge pending in Zavala 
County that he agreed to accept 
bribe of $15,000 will be dismiss 
since he has paid a $33,000 civil judg- 
ment in the case, and the deal was 
that if he would do that, the crimin 
count would be dropped, 

Last week in Austin he came before 
the judicial bench of District Judge 
Charles O. Betts. 

Fifty spectators watched his final 
humiliation, 

He rested an arm on the bench, put 
his other hand in his pocket, and ad- 
mitted nine times that he had “advised 
encouraged, and aided” B, R. Sheffield 
of Brady in stealing a total of $58,875 
from the state in a veterans’ land 
transaction in Kinney County. 

This was the deal ia which the 
Rosenow Ranch was sub-divided and 
sold to the state at an inflated price for 
resale to 53 veterans on long-tern 
notes. Ten of the veterans said they 
didn’t know they were buying land 
and didp't want #. In the first of these 
ten cases, he pleaded not guilty and 
was sentenced to three years by a'jury 


{the only one he has faced)! in the 


mm where last week he 
guilty to the other nine 


the 21-minut 
a suggestion of a 
the lips of the former 
He flushed when 
the first time, but he 
it with grave dignity, 
asked D.A. Les Procter for a 
ation on the penalty, and 
mmmended six years in 

len years is the maximum 
each count.) Betts sen- 
im to Six years, each term 


durin 


y 
“4 
ssroner 


st ol 


on all nine counts, and 
paid $18,000 bond and went out 
rthouse, 


1 


said ke would begin his prison 
thes month or early next month. 
paid $80,000 in judgments 


est assessed in civ suits and 


is atill a joiat defendant in other civil 
wits amounting to more than $170,- 
100. He has admitted he agreed to ac- 


$74,000 in bribes. 
.ctfieki is expected to come to trial 
m March, 
state recovered $61,550 m a 
land civil case last week, al- 
gi e parties authorized J. Paul 
Little of Crystal City to act as their 
went in the sale of Zavala and Dim- 
mit county land, The total civil recow- 
ery by the state in land deals now 
stands at $442,582, 


4 » 1A 


Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 


—JEFFERSON 
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The state government is now 
coming apart at the seams from its 
own multiple seaminess. Like a 


fabric, 


at once, 


i is tearing and 
Chere is no hope 
garment—a new gov- 


team, 


long rotting 
mpping all 
but in a new 
ernmental 

We began last vear with Bascom 
‘iles’s duplicity, bribery, and admit- 
Perhaps he is the only 
man to blame: but tf so, why has he 


( 
ted thievery. 
been able to escape with an agegre- 
gate term of 75 vears—but an ef- 
term of only two to six 


fe tive 
> What did he have to bargain 


years ? 
with to get such a reckoning? 

As passed, information 
turned up of enormous bribery in the 
State Senate and, to a lesser extent 
(because a representative s vote 1S 
less imiportant), in the House. This 
was tully reported by the Observer 


May 


This newspaper 


months 


oe 


~ the 


| ? 
feVeioy rect many 


other stories on the government's 
Maniiest corruption—conflict of in- 
terest situations im whach = officials 
use their puble power to squelch 


their private bmsiness competitors, 
Mislances ol 


apparent eoercion§ by 


state department heads to extract 


Qiits trom their empiovees, fantastic 
Lo g iunecks hke an _ all-paid 
fire to the Kentucky horse races 
for twel ey} ior Vet ¢ “Nero 

tweive ‘emisiators, Le © emeree 
is the wi le story of this st ite gxov- 
ernment s philosophical corruption: 
i SS Of The Schse Of ne PuUuvLIC 
frust 


NOW COMES UPON US the 


most nNauisealuiny Ol ali this admiunis- 


trations offal: the insurance scan- 
dal. .\bove everything else, it means 


of thousands of 


’ ae e <9 
lexans have been bilked 


} ! 
areds 


that manv hun 
out of their 


msurgnce and their insurance invest- 
ment. It could not have happened 


without gross negligence or worse 
in the state government. It could 
not e happened had there been 
a effective concern for the public 
weltare in the State Insurance Com- 
iuission or the Governor's office. 

four insurance examiners are 
c} with taking gifts, apartment 
rent. deer hunts with officials of a 
b Ke COM) \ tl then cle | ed 
Was sOmve © the disastrous effect 
t t it ntinued business two 
years ma = ther re! or ts own 
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months before they finally had to 
close it up—that U.S. Trust’s assets 
were probably over-valued by $1 
mlihon and that af this was so it 
was insolvent. Nothing was done. 
Toll: almost 150,000 depositors and 
investors, 

As if all this weren’t enough, it is 
now known that R. C. Lanning ac- 
cepted #10,000 for lobbying for U.S. 
Trust & Graranty Company while 
Lannmge was stil chairman of the 
State Board of Control, the state's 
mealtr-milhon-dallar purchasing ag- 
eacy. Did Lanning have any other 
elients whtle he was in charge of the 


state’s buying ? 


THE GOVERNOR has the te- 
merity—the incredible temerity—to 
say that he has “full confidence” in 
all of the commissioners. He must 
not plan to rum for re-election: let 
him go to the people with that battle 


cry. 
Commissioner Garland Smith col- 
lected campaign contributions for 


him im 1954 and ran his first cam- 
paign for heutenant governor; Com- 
missioner Byron Saunders was his 
college roommate. Talk about cron- 
eyism! The daily press would have 
lynched Tlarry Truman for as much; 
where are the scathing editorials on 
the Shivers Administration ? 
Through * all the Governor 
mamtains a blitheness utterly puz- 
zing to sensible men. Asked if he 
would call a speeial session on insur- 
ance, he turned to the reporter and 


said: “What for?’ The _ people 
should hereafter think of him as 
“What Forr”’ Shivers. May he 
never represent this state again 


within or beyond its borders. 


The courts are under political 
pressures from tims vindictive and 


socially primitive administration. 
That whole story will probably never 
be told, because the people are sup- 
posed to have an untarnished admir- 
ation for the courts, and nobody will 
talk about it on the record; but take 
this newspaper's word for it--it is as 
stunning a part of the story as any 
other, and in some respects, it is the 
worst of all. 

Now the three commissioners go 


to the people and promise a state- 


wide audit of every company in the 
state. But who does the audit? Pri- 
vate accountants hired by the com- 


panies, themselves! The plan at first 
" the but 
they didn’t have the guts--or, worse, 
the sense of their duty to uphold the 
hic—to stand up against it, 


lhe Governor, of course, is “partic- 


1 . 8 
SHOCKS 


commissioners, 


plan. 


8 yes Pe ass 
harivy proud of this 
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EIGHTEEN DOLLARS 


AUSTIN 

Mrs. Shirley Lasher is 31 years old. 
She was arrested on April 20 last year 
in Foley's department store in Hous- 
ton, and her purse was searched. A 


_— 





Texas-at-Large 


Senator Daniel is expected to hint 
very strongly this weck that he will 
seek the governorship. 

Reuben Senterfitt has lost some sup- 
port because he hired John Van- 
Cronkhite for his campaign for gov- 
ernor. VanCronkhite was involved in 
the first rash of insurance scandals in 
1954. Daniel’s entry may snuff out 
Senterfitt entirely. 

It does not appear that James P. 
Hart or Agriculture Commissioner 
John White will run for governor, es- 
pecially since Ralph Yarborough is an 
almost certain entry. Daniel’s vacant 
Senate seat may tempt them—as it 
may tempt Gov, Shivers or Lt. Gov. 
Ramsey. 

The intangible evidence is strong 
that this will be a “clean the rascals 
out” year, Jimmy Phillips told a re- 
porter—not off the record—that his 
chief problem in his race for the top 
job is dissociating himself from the 
Senate. His call for resignations from 
the Senate investigating committee ap- 
parently was an effort in this direction, 


lady from Beaumont: who had been 
shopping in Foley’s said that red 
stamp markings on a $10 bill they 
found in Mrs, Lasher’s purse identi- 
fied it as part of $18.00 the lady had 
reported missing from hers. 

“The thief had thrown away the 
bread, but his arm was still bleeding.” 

Bascom Giles is 55 years old. He 
was in the General Land Office of 
Texas between 1939 and 1955 as the 
duly-elected land commissioner. He 
has confessed to agreeing to take $74,- 
000.00 in bribes from land promoters 
and to helping others steal tens of 
thousands of dollars from the state, 

On January 9, 1955, with no jury 
present, a district judge in Austin 
heard Giles enter his last nine guilty 
pleas and sentenced him to nine prison 
terms, each of six years, bringing his 
penalties on 13 counts to an aggregate 
of 75 years—but an actual maximum 
of six years, since all the terms will 
run at once. 

On January 11, 1955, in a Houston 
district court, a jury found Mrs, 
Lasher guilty of theft from the pere 
son and sentenced her to seven vears 
in prison. 

Yet who can wish simple ill upon a 
man after he has done his damage? 
“What a mournful moment is that im 
which society withdraws itself and 
gives up a thinking being for ever.” 

R.D. 





(continued from preceding column) 
vith which the four ex- 
aminers and the commissioners are 


and feasts 


now charged. 

Senator Bracewell’s refusal to sit 
in on the secret session of that IBusy 
Senate committee was proper and 
courageous, we heartily com- 
mend him for it. His resignation 
from the committee was a tragic er 
ror; what does that do but turn it 
over to the cover-up administration 


and 


completely ? What good can he do 
for the public's business and the pub- 
lic’s right to know in Houston? We 
are sorry he quit. 

The sad truth is that the Senate is 
too compromised—too interlocked— 
to do anything about these scandals, 
Recall from the Observer of May 2 
last year: “The retainer system 
among senators has become a major 
link between th 
and the Legislature of 
On the question of how many 
lators are on retainer fees, the aver- 
age estimate of those (59 legisla- 
tors) venturing a guess in the Ob- 
server's questionnaire was ... 60 


»” 
2 


e industrial interests 
TOES cca 


] 


legis- 


percent of the Senate.” If one man 
with one insurance company can “‘re- 
tain” six or eight senators and get 
the votes to prevent his regulation, 
what can one big industry like oil 
buy from that body ? 

The House committee is ap. 
pointed by this cover-up adminis- 
tration, and while we would not pre- 
judge its work, our hopes are not 
high, 


Through all of this, remembers: 
there are good men; most of them 
are men of good will, trapped by, 
venal superiors and the venal times, 
struggling in a flood of corrupted 
authority: this is the most difficult 
yet, next to the truth of the flood, 
the most essential thing to remem- 
ber. 


ULTIMATELY there are only, 
two solutions: grand jury action— 
including realistic prosecution for 
brilies, with careful examination of 
the “retainer’—and a public deci- 
sion at the polls for a cleaned-out 


Capitol. 
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The Stage For '56 
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THE SENATORS IN A BRAWL 


(Continued from Page 1) 


person of honesty and integrity would 
assert or imply to the contrary.” 

Daniel added he is for open legisla- 
tive hearings. 

Bracewell had promised that all pro- 
ple connected with the mysterious 
$50,000 in checks Shoemake wrote to 
cash during or just before the last leg- 
islative session would be subpoenaed 
by the committee. After Bracewell re- 
signed, the committee gave the Cav- 
report to the General 
and promised it to grand juries. Rep. 
Wade Spilman of MeAllen, chairman 
of the House group 
meeting this week, said that Brace- 


: burden 


ness ttorney 


investigating 


well’s resignation “shifted the 
Over to us 7 


Senator Rogers assured the Ob- 


server that “nothing that is secret” 
happened at the closed session. 

The committee adjour l; 
without 


) 


; , 
ied last week 
hearing from Renne 


who next dav told the press 


he had evidence with him of at least 
or case of f ul Yra br ery or 
negligence in at least t n : re- 
ceivership, “The Board (of Insurance 
Commissioners) know [I have this 
proof because the evidence of it is in 
the Recei € Ss ¢ « \ l Ss d 
Phillis s as] ed if the ci iter is 
“afraid of wl \ilred mig Sa) 

D.A. T \foore in W ] 
he 1 discuss is a : M \y - 
eral 4 late isa . 1k 1 
his ¢ ] the Se € 
had muffed the in va said he 
wi an a ¢ 1 } le Tie \\ co 


the c the S \ 
al 1 the | sday nigh hy P Io ct 
week's meeting. At t o meeting 
he walked out bef the otl sena- 
tors s ed the Cavyness re State 
Au r C. H. Cavness was ques d 
at le “th by th four who ret ned 
that night, the Observer has learned. 
This may- explain the need the sena- 
tors felt to establish a precedent for 
Gosed sessions the next dav. ) 

Brace well revealed he u ed out 
on the committee Saturday rather 
than ac ept the Cavness ort t n; 
that on Mond he asked for a T- 
ity to subpe t vriters and en- 
d sers of the ¢ 3 p Casn 
b Vas not g lues- 
da 1 ou} 1TT The ‘ l 
to g > EN ve ses 1 ti ve 
the ( \ as I ] , P ed 
ol 

4 re te - 4 t he 
ta } , with Lie ( \< 
ernor Ben R s 1 his ¢ n th 
we € eS « t ti Vas 
abor the L l > anc > a- 
bei — 


Secrecy Precedent Is Set; 
Income Disclosure Asked 


He said U.S. Trust's regulation was 
“a highly lobbied matter” last session. 
He said he had retainer 
from Shoemake because he thought it 
would be “morally wrong, knowing he 
had a matter coming up in the Legis= 
lature, and offering to employ me im- 
medi itely be fore the con- 
vened,.”’ He said he is for lobbyist reg- 
istration. 

Cavness met with reporters in the 
Sandlin, a 


refused a 


session 


committee room, (George 
Shivers aide and chairman of the 


I:xecutive Commit- 
ior a 
few as Cavness was being 
interviewed.) The State Auditof em- 
phasized he had not made an audit— 
examination as in- 
the door open for 
further discoveries, 

The Cavness report showed that 
three senators, Rogers Kelley of Edin- 


burg. Kilmer Corbin of Lubbock, and 


1 eXaS Dem« cratic 
tee, 


appeared in the doorway 


mauments 


Spx ( ial 
ke aving 


sunply a 


struc ted, 


Warren McDonald of Tyler, had re- 
ceived funds from Shoemake compan- 
ies; that Rep. Bert McDaniel of Waco 

who also received thousands trom 


: ber ; ; - 
ake — and hoemake himsclf 


\ w money from U.S. Trust the 
d efore the state swooped. down on 
t; and tl R. C. Lanning accepted 
$10,000 from Shoemake’s firm while 
he was still chairman of the Board of 
Cor 1 $5,000 of it on Feb, 9, the 
day his resignation was announced ef- 
fective Fel 15 last year 


Cavness did not go into the huge 
Neither 


was he instructed to look into long dis- 


tor Ciaims exXpenses., 


telephone call records, obviously 


nee 


an explosive subject. 


McDonald said he turned down a 
$3,600 offer from Shoemake with no 
work to do for it. He said the offer 


caused him to tell J. Byron Saunders, 
that an 


the insurance commissioner, 
investigation was needed in lebruary, 


1955, Saunders said he had not been 


Steaming 


AUSTIN 


Capitol savants are shaking their 
heads over the most emphatic newspa- 
per condemnations of the state gov- 
ernment in memory, 

The San Antonio Express Sunday 

illed for a return of the Capitol “to 

eople” and for lobbvist recistra- 
annual sessions, and retainer fee 
lin tions, 

Lobbyist registration, abolition or 
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told about such retainer offers. Me- 
Domald’s $350 fee from Shoemake in 
December, 1954, appeared to have 
been for specific title work. 

Oiher Senators who have been paid 
by Shoemake are Carlos Ashley of 
Llano—who has not yet said how 
much he received—and Jep Fuller of 
Port Arthur, who says he received 
about $3,500 from U.S. Trust in about 
100 checks for handling the company’s 
claims in the Port Arthur area. Sena- 
tor Gus Strauss of Hallettsville has 
said his law partner worked for Shoe- 
make at one time. 


Lanning said he had “resigned” be- 
fore he received any funds from 
Shoemake—that is, had tendered his 
resignation to Goy. Shivers in January 
—and that he handled “legal matters” 
and “briefed all bills on insurance” 
that might haye affected Shoemake’s 
“operations.” 


THE COMMITTEEROOM 
off an aisle behind the Senate cham- 
ber was filled with spectators and re- 
porters as the committee meeting 
opened, The explosive topic of sena- 


esting spectators: Garland Farmer, 
the Governor’s press secretary; John 
Davenport, press secretary to Atty. 
General John Ben Shepperd; Lyman 
Jones for candidate R iph Yarbor- 


ough, Jimmy Banks for candidate 
Jimmy Phillips. 

Senator Wardlow Lane of Center 
proposed an executive session of the 
committee, The press was visibly star- 
tled. 

Bracewell immediately rose at the 
head of the long committee table and 
told the newsmen and the crowd: 

“T think that this committee is going 
to be making the gravest error ever 
made by a Senate com: z 
into executive session.” 


ittee if it goes 


He had not been surprised by 
Lane’s motion, suggesting the four 


days of infighting before the meeting 
which he later revealed. 

Legislative influence for U.S. Trust 
is “the public’s business,” he said, “the 


Editorials 


public recording of retainer fees re- 
ceived by legislators, and full and pub- 
lic hearings on the insurance scandals 
are now daily battlecries. 

The Corpus Christi Caller called for 
a completely new Insurance Commis- 
of Texans in their 
government is at one the lowest 
points in history,” said the Caller. 

The Houston id: 
“Thexas is being disgraced before the 
entire nation .... 
confidence in their state 
cially since so many of 
various branches of the 
seem to be more interested in covering 
up than im exposing the 
facts.” 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
that while the Insurance Commission 
may not have been enough in 
calling for insurance reform, the Leg- 
islature has been even more to blame. 
The Telegram said it favored lobbyist 
registration and disclosure of retainer 
fees. 

El Paso’s Herald Post asked why 
Gov. Shivers “says little and has done 
less” about the “most infamous scan- 
dals in Texas history.” “The first third 
term has become the state’s worst,” 
said the newspaper. 

The Houston Post stood behind 
Sen, Searcy Bracewell’s walk-out on 
the Senate investigating committee. 
“There has already been far too much 
secrecy,” said the Post. “Sen. Brace- 
well is 100 percent right.” 

The Houston Press said the Insur- 
ance Commission must think the peo- 
ple are “stupid” to try to put across a 
statewide insurance company audit by 
auditors hired by the companies. 

“The public will not trust commit- 
tee handout reports on an inquiry into 
scandals in which there is widespread 
suspicion that legislators themselves 
are involved,” said the San Antonio 
News. 


“... the faith 


s10n, 


of 
( hronicle sa 


Texans are losing 
officials, ¢ spe- 
them in the 
government 


unsavory 


said 


vocal 


publie generally, I’m sorry to say, is 
bosing confidence in its state govern- 


ment. If this committee refuses to 


‘have an open hearing on this, I think 


what confidence is left in the state 
government will be destroyed, I don’t 
wend to be a part of any executive 
session ..., One of the worst decm 
sions that this committee couldemake 


would be to go into executive session.” @& 


LANE ROSE to defend his 
motion, By this time those present 
knew they were watching a drama om: 
which many careers might*depend, 

“I don’t say the report won't be 
made public, at all,” Lane said. “But 
I was a district attorney for twelve 
years and have successfully investi- 
gated a number of félons. This com- 
mittee should proceed in an orderly 
fashion.” 

Lane said it helps an offender to tip 
him off “to what you’ve got” and said 
the committee should look at the re- 
port “and see if we should make it 
public.” (He conceded to the press 
later it had been seen by some commit- 
tee members the night before.) 

“T don’t yield to you if a man is 
guilty of a felony or any other offense, 
He should stand up in court and face 
the charge,” Lane said to Bracewell, 

ind jurors take an oath not to 
divulge grand jury proceedings, Lane 





said. “If I’m defending a man the 
thing I'd most like to know is what 
was sworn in the grand jury,” he 


at under Texas law if a 
“makes him 
on himself you can’t prosecute on that 


Senate committee swear 


offense.” It was not clear what this 
meant, since only Auditor Cavness 
was present at committee request. 
He may have had in mind a prece- 


dent for future closed-door sessions. 

“I'm not trying to shield anybody,” 
Lane concluded. 

Sen. Jarrard Secrest of Temple 
said he would yote to make the Cav- 
ness report public but added he saw 
in planning the pro- 


and fa- 


wisdom” 
for the investigation 


“some 
cedure 
vored an executive session. 

A direct challenge to Bracewell 
came from Sen. Johnnie B. Rogers of 
Austin, said that the Houston 
Senator had “unfortunately tied to- 
gether an executive and 
crecy.” Rogers said the secret meeting 
should “consider some policy matters.” 
He said to Bracewell he thought his 
comments “unfair” in that they 
would be “to 


1 
who 


Session se- 


were 
imphed such a session 
stifle and hide something. 
77 that—lI’ let the peo- 
pl be the judge,” Bracewell replied. 
Lane, Secrest, Rogers, and Sen, Ot- 
tis Lock voted for the secret session. 


Bracewell, 


pi ked up his papers, and said—as he 


1° 


won 


Sd\ 


not troubling to vote, rose, 
started for the door: 

“Gentlemen, I leave you.” 

He went to the Senate secretary’s 
office, dictated a letter to Lt. Gov. Ben 
Ramsey resigning from the committee 
because of “i differen- 
ces,” and went to the Capitol press 
room to give reporters background on 
what preceded the committee meeting. 


Llano Misfortune 


LLANO 

The Observer learned that Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Janner of Llano, with 
whom Senator Ashley of that town 
traded for years, invested $10,000 in 
U.S. Trust on Dec. 10—two days be- 
fore the board moved against U.S. 
Trust. Their check was cashed Dec. 13 
and they received their “certified 
drafts” Dec. 16—a day after the At- 
torney General brought receivership 
action, 

The Janners run a Magnolia station 
in Llano. Mrs. Janner said Ashley did 
not know they were making the in- 
vesiment. All the money was taken out 
of United States savings bonds, she 
said. 

“We asked him (Ashley) what to 
do about it, : 
server from Llano. “He said, well, 
he’s sorry we had put it in. That’s all 
he said one way or the other.” Ash- 
ley has not made any other offer to 
help the Janners get their money back, 
Mrs. Janner said. 


“irreconcilable 
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—But Preliminary 








AUSTIN 

One of the rarest documents in 
Texas history—a special State Audi- 
tor’s report on influence-peddling pay- 
ments to legislators and others—con- 
tains many interesting details about A. 
B. Shoemake’s U.S. Trust & Guar- 
anty. 


The report, explained to the Capi- 
tol press corps and many out-of-town 
newsmen by Auditor C, H. Cavyness 
last week, shows that Shoemake spent 
$275,000 for legal work, advertising, 
and public relations in two years. Pay- 
ments are recorded in those accounts 
to Rogers Kelley, ldinburg, Kilmer 
Corbin, Lubbock, and Warren Mc- 
Donald, Tyler — McDonald having 
been a victim of circumstance, appar- 
ently, since he accepted $350 from 
Shoemake for a title examination, 
then was offered a $3600 “retainer” 
with no work to do, refused it, and in- 
dignantly fought U.S. Trust & Guar- 
anty’s special bills all session, Pay- 
ments also appear to R. C. Lanning, a 
former senator who was chairman of 
the Board of Control at the time he 
received the money, 


The report shows the payments to 
the legislators, plus additional cash 
withdrawals from U.S. Trust and 
Southern Médical of $16,000 within a 
month of the last legislative session’s 
Jan. 11 opening, another $2,000 to 
Shoemake during this month, and a 
total withdrawal to cash of $29,450 
during the session. 


Including the $500 check to Cofbin 
on Dec. 16, 1954, and a $2,500 cash 
item charged to “advertising” on the 
last day of the company’s life, Dec. 14, 
1955, the total cash withdrawals from 
the Shoemake firm were $50,550. 


Corbin was paid $500 from office 
cash. A notation said it was for “legal 
cases in process of being assigned.” 
Another $500 check was drawn from 
the Lubbock office on Dee. 21, 1954— 
five days after the check made out to 
Corbin. The Dec, 21 check carried the 
notation: “Cash — attention A. B. 
Shoemake.” Corbin is from Lubbock. 


Shoemake and McDanicl drew $20,- 
500 from the company the last day 
they could—Dee. 14, 1955—but Me- 
Daniel apparently didn’t make it to the 
bank in time with one of his checks. 
(On the fifteenth U. S. Trust was 
thrown into receivership and its assets 
frozen. ) Shoemake collected $9,000 


the day before for “traveling ex- 
penses,’”’ and McDaniel got one last- 
dav $4,000 check cleared, but his 


$7,500 Dec. 14 draft against the com- 
pany was not paid. 

McDaniel was paid $1,000 by the 
company in 1954, when the Legisla- 
ture was not in session, and $17,250 in 
1955, when the Legislature was. 

Checks made out to him started on 
Jan. 8, 1954, and continued throughout 
that vear, but they did not exceed 
$250 until Jan. 8, 1955, three days 
before the legislative session opened, 
when he received $500. McDaniel’s 
name then disappears from the pay- 
out ledger until four days after the 
end of the session, when he was paid 
another $500 (on June 11). 

Kelley's firm was paid $2,400 on 
Jan. 14, 1955, three days after the 
Legislature opened, and another $2,- 
400 on March 17, 1955, when the ses- 
sion was two months old. This was for 
legal work by the firm, Kelley stated. 
1954, from U. S. Trust. 

Lanning received $10,000 from U. 
S. Trust between Dec. 15, 1954, and 
Feb. 9, 1955, as shown by checks to 
him of $2,500 each on Dec. 15, 1954, 
and Jan. 10, 1955, and of $5,000 on 
Feb. 9, 1955. He lobbied for Shoe- 
make throughout the session. 

Cavness’s report showed the Kamin 
agency was paid $19,507.43 in 1954 
and $95.992.03 in 1955 by U.S, Trust. 
Kamin handied Drew Pearson’s aec- 
count with U.S. Trust. : 
That company also paid “other” ad- 
vertising expenses—including newspa- 


per ads—-af, $127,503 in the two tyears. 


New Wounds --and Old 


AUSTIN 

Daily new wounds are being in- 
flicted and old ones reopened in the 
wildfire Texas insurance scandals, 

In a civil suit, the state last week 
sued American Atlas Corporation, Joe 
Irwin’s Dallas holding company for 
American Atlas Life Insurance Com- 
pany, and his J. A. Irwin, Inc., charg- 
ing Irwin tried to use the companies 
“to enrich himself and his family in 
utter disregard of the rights of the 
stockholders of American Atlas Cor- 
poration.” The state seeks the receiv- 
ership of both companies. 

An unnamed senator charged last 
week that insurance examiners’ re- 
ports were “edited” to take out nega- 
tive facts at a “central office” by an 
unnamed person and that the legisla- 
tive budget board so stated in a report 
to the Legislature two veats ago. He 
had learned that insurance 
employees had_ received 
policies as gifts 


said he 
commission 
paid-up insurance 
trom companies, 
In the U.S. Trust & Guaranty case, 
Renne Allred, Jr., former attorney for 
the state’s liquidator, gave reporters 
copies of an August, 1954, memo he 
said he gave the insurance commis- 
sioners at that time. Byron Lockhart, 
an attorney for the state’s liquidator, 
warned in the memo that “reliable in- 
formation” he had indicated U.S. 
Trust’s assets were over-valued by 
$950,000. If this Lockhart’s 
warned, the was 


Was SO, 


informant company 
insolvent. 

Attorneys for U.S. Trust filed a 
formal denial of all the state’s allega- 


tions of insolvency and fraud last 
week. In Houston a full-fledged fed- 
eral inquiry into U.S, Trust was 


was promised, 

John Bates, attorney for a certifi- 
cate committee m Waco, 
charged that Receiver J.D. Wheeler is 
having allowed U.S. 
Trust’s assets to depreciate by be- 
tween $150,000 and $200,000 by fail- 
ing to contest the Insurance Commnis- 
sion’s action last week in putting U.S. 
Life Insurance Co, out of business. 
The company was a subsidiary of U.S. 
Trust. 

Attorneys tor Southern Medical 
and Hospital Services—another sub- 
filed a suit charging the com- 
mission's placing it under supervision 
and requiring a stockholders’ election 
of new directors in 30 days is “arbi- 
trary and capricious” and “lacks all 


holders 


responsible for 


sidiary 


elements of good sense and judg- 
ment.” A new management had been 
selected but the commission did not 


approve of it. 
steady 


To _ pul lic confidence in 
Texas life insurance, 28 companies of 


the Texas Life Convention, all legal 
reserve stock firms, announced they 
are working out a plan to re-insure the 
policies of any Texas legal reserve 
stock life insurance company that 
goes defunct this year. They empha 
size that no policyholder in such a 
Texas company has lost money to 
date. 

The Insurance Commission § an 
nounced it is making a general chec! 
on insurance being sold to servicemen 
at Texas military bases. 


CHARLES BETTS, Aus 
tin district Judge, granted the state’s 
request for a temporary restraining 
order halting the activities of Ameri 
can Atlas Corp. and J. A. Irwin, Inc 
of Dallas. . 

Atty. Gen. John Ben Shepperd filed 
the action against the two companies 
The suit seeks to cancel the charter 
and place the firms in receivership 
Jetts set a hearing for Jan. 20 on the 
state’s request for an injunction. 

The state’s suit alleges J.A. Irwin 
Inc., is Irwin’s “alter ego subject 
to his complete control, 
whim, and caprice.” It charges Amei 
ican Atlas Corp. paid $170,094 in 


dire ction 


T 


“personal cash advances to Joe A. Ir- 


win and the payment of ‘personal | 
of Joe A. Irwin’ which amounts wer¢ 
charged to J.A. Irwin, Inc.,” 
J. A. Irwin, Inc., owes this much te 
the Atlas corporation, 
The state says that 
reduce a hability of $160,936, owing 
American Atlas by J. A. 
Irwin caused 


1 
and 


in an eftort 


Irwin, Inc 
American 
turn for aH the outstanding stock of 
Southwest Mortgage Company. 
the purchase price of the 
such company was only $10,000,” the 
state charges, and the 
$100,000 “was transferred ,.. to 
Southwest Mortgage Company, whicl 
immediately Joaned all of that money 
to J. A. Irwin, Inc.” The latter 
pany then applied the $100,000 to its 
debt to American Atlas Corp., 
the state. 

Irwin has been associated with own 
ership or management of four other 
companies cracked down on by the In- 
surance Commission recently —Hom« 
Service Casualty, Dallas Fire & Cas 
ualty, All American Home Lloyds, 
and American Atlas Life Insuran 
Co., all of Dallas. 


stock ot 
remaining 
( 
com- 


SA vs 


SECRETARY OF STATI 
Tom Reavley and State Auditor C, TI 
Cavness filed criminal charges of 
theft over $50 against M. A. Ward 
and A, D. Holdcraft of Dallas, pres 
dent and vice-president of the Mer 


STRICTLY PLEASURE 


AUSTIN 
Earl Gammage, president of Pan 
American Casualty Company, con- 


firmed to the Houston Press last 
week the Observer’s stary that he 
took two Texas insurance commis- 


sioners on a vacation at his summer 
home in Mexico City last October. 


The two commissioners, J. Byron 
Saunders, chairman of the commius- 
sion, and Garland Smith, until re- 


cently the chairman, told the Observer 
last week that it was true they had 
taken this*trip and that BenJack Cage 
of Insurance Company of Texas had 
flown them from Miami to Havana 
for a part of a day in the summer of 
1953. 

Saunders also flew to California for 
a convention as guest of John Fer- 
guson of Houston Vire and Casualty 


of Fort Worth, the Observer re- 
ported. 
“T knew Mr. Saunders when we 


were both attorneys and he practiced 
in Tyler,” the Press quoted Gammage. 
He and Saunders have been friends 
for “years and years,” Gammage said. 

“It was strietly a pleasure trip. 
Nothing whatsoever about insurance 
was discussed,” Gammage said. “The 
Saunders and Smiths came to Hous- 
ton to visit me and my family, and we 
decided to go to Mexico. We went by 


regular airline, but it was a ‘joint 
proposition. I certainly was not seek- 
ing favor with the insurance commis 


sion.” 


(iammage said both the commi 
sioners’ wives and his own wife and 


children went along. 

Asked if Gammage had 
host, Saunders had told the Observer: 
“We paid part and he paid part.” 
Smith had interpolated: “You might 
sav we went as his guests. He has a 
home in Mexico City.’ Saunders said: 
“That's true.” 

Ferguson, the 
“heatedly denied” that Saunders had 
made the trip, then said: “Saunders 
only rode out; he didn’t come back 
We're old friends.”” He said the topi 
of discussion aboard the plane was 
“insurance and the meeting.”’ (It 
a priyate plane.) Ferguson had con 
firmed the California flight to the Ob 
Server, 

Cage has not yet commented on t! 
Miami-to-Havana flight. The Ob 
server is still trying to get in touch 
with him. 

Smith and his wife also flew to Ha 
waii for a rest as guests of Charles 
McCormick, president of Interna 
tional Life Insurance Company, which 
owns the Austin building in which the 
Insurance Commission’s offices are 


housed. 


1 } 
peen the 


said Press, first 


was 


Atlas Corp 
to issue two checks for $55,000 in re- 


OL LL ll nl ll ll llc 


OPPO PLP 


PPP PPP PP PPB PPP PPP PPP PPP PPP PB PP PP 


© 


THE TEXAS 
OBSERVER 


Truth About Texas and 





Investment Corporation ef 
d against a former officer of 
Investment Company. The 
ved were $1,500 and $5,000 
y. Stockholders of the late 
met in Midland and 
ofhecers. 
office announced that 
il Credut Corp. of Houston 
top dealing in stock last 
being permitted to re- 
m previously issued 
had been sold to stocke 
District Attorney Les 
fravis County promised 
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ged with perjury in the 
case, and Spencer Tre- 
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Los Pastores: Play or’Prayer 


San ANTONIO 

When one considers dispassionately 
the annual performance of the tradt- 
tional Christmas drama, Los Pastores, 
as it is given by the Don Leandro 
Granados troupe at Mission San Jose 
on the Sunday after Christmas, the 
word, grotesque, comes to mind. 

Los Pastores is a great work of lit- 
erature, roughly comparable to The 
Second Shepherd's Play or Everyman 
or even to Faust. There is no clear 
idea to be gotten from the perform- 
ance about what the performers think 
of the text. They approach it as a re- 
ligious artifact. As a performance 
here, it is quite probably an equiva- 
lent of the church-porch things our 
Anglo-European drama grew out of. 

The performance is given in the 
compound, arena style. In inclement 
it is moved into the granary. 
free, as it must be, ac- 
tradition: but the Mission 


weather 
Adn 


cording to 


Issior 1s 


collect for the rental of folding chairs 
or for space in the bleachers. At some 
performances, the performers pass a 


straw basket for an “offering.’ 

Not counting the rather strenuous 
and protracted dances by the Mata- 
chines group, the show runs about two 
half hours without an intermis- 
It would run about five hours if 
it were done according to the theatri- 
cal methods we are accustomed to. 
es in private performance, it 
is reported, the show lasts that long, 


and a 


sion 


“on etin 


but that does not mtan a more careful 
performance — only interpolation of 
other material and a long tamale 
} re ik 


ir 1S DRAMA of a sort in 


that there are action and speech. But 
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Tite STORY is simple 
pherds start toward B 


Some she 


hem. Satan and his followers decide to 
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If you like traditional styles in 
folk singing, you may enjoy 
ing one or both of these albums 
by HALLY WOOD: 

‘O Lovely Appearance of Death’ 
available from Electra-Stratford, 
361 Bleeker St., New York City 

Texas Folk Songs 
available from William Charles 
Music Company, 2350 Guadalupe, 
Austin, Texas. 
(Long-Playing) 











Mexicans’ Mission Ritual 
May Be Partly Both 


attack mankind while their Enemy is 
still an infant. The devils fail to get 
the help of the shepherds and hold a 
council, which is broken up by the an- 
gel Michael, who drives them back to 


hell, The shepherds arrive at the sta- 
ble and present their gifts. That’s all. 

The story, however, is not the im- 
Po rtant thing. The third act is called 

MB he Infernal Council.’ It is, of itself, 
enough to make valid any compari- 
sons with Paradi se Lost, Flaubert’s 
Temptation, of Saint Anthony, and 


even The Divine Comedy. But the 
whole thing is done with the simplic- 
ity of the Scottish ballads. 


The costumes consist mainly of 
cambric cloaks with the names of the 
wearing them hastily appti- 
qued to the back and of plumes sewed 
to ordinary hats 

The shepherds carry staffs of 
broomsticks or skvlight openers, 
wrapped in sequinned crepe paper of 
tin foil: attached to these 
staffs, and consequently there ts much 
jangling from them. The devils wear 
sp Jendid cloaks of velvet or satin or 
heavy Lucifer, who is by far the 
most elegant fi in the cast,-wears 
a crown fine back veil 
which envelopes his head and 1s 
caught under his cloak, so that he is 
completely covered but not at all re- 
stricted, vocally or visually. The rest 
of the devils, including Satan, who 
dresses all in crimson, wear home- 
made monstrosities or dimestore rub- 
ber masks which muffle their voices. 


, 
sh pherds 
1 
} 


bells are 


silk. 
gure 


over a very 


The Hermit wears a wooden mask 
that does even worse things to his 
voice. His mask is very old and the 
blond mustache # falling to pieces; 
the beard is sheepskin patches glued 
on. The Hermit wears an old bath- 


THE 


THE SILVER CRADLE, by Julia 
Nott Waug [he University of 
Texas Press, 1955, $3.50. 

Here are people who live in the 
ms. Here is the three-roomed home 
or F arpo Mendez, the third room 
p lu: and flattened oil cans 
idded by Polycarpo himself, A family 
of seven and various odd relatives 
occupy the house for which they pay 
$112 a year rent. Summer heat and 
- cold penetrate the building, and 
leaks when it rains. The hy- 
unt is de the door, the toilet a 

5 s awa 


But Polycarpo has painted the front 


f hy me b re | elicidad., his wite, 

set out 45 potted plants and hung 

Ix wes of canaries and love- 
rds he 1 the | te) 

iF ic, a VO Cal dle b irns before 

awe of the Saviour, photographs 

of the tamily, pictures « the Virgin 


Roose- 
Ww ood- 


ranklin D. 


velt adorn the walls, and a 


! g sto 1 the kitchen heats the 
There, Mrs. Waugh tells us, 
an: esta . = Mexican h . 
re t essentiais ot a ilexican home 
—an altar, pictures, and a stove. 
“The Bottom of the Pile,” an intro- 
ductory chapter, offers the Mendezes 
is tvp il of the Mexican families in 


ae ail 
Sué poo WUU>S. 


The Silver Cradié 1s the obverse of 
the documentary The author 
dco not preten e poor Mexicans 
are numb to di scom fort and economic 
She comments on health 
on infant births and deaths 
and the effort of the schools to pre- 
pare the vouths for life. She tells of 
the simple pleasures of the family. A 
delicious bit is Felicidad’s reflections 
on a nearby Housing Authority for 
Mexicans offering apartments with 


coin. 





pressures. 
conditions, 


gas stoves, inside baths, electric re- 
irigerators—but the tenants hampered 
by strange rules concerning sleeping 


and forth as if caged, 


robe (technically and traditionally it 
is supposed to be a monk’s cassock, 
but that is an anachronism anyway), 
and he walks with an improvised cane. 
Gila, the shepherdess, with invincible 
logic, wears a white cowgirl outfit 
with a white stetson and either white 
boots or white ballet shoes. 


D URING THE Infernal 
Council, the rest of the troupe takes a 
break. Once 
the doll and walking out, presumably 
for tamales or pecan candy or candied 
sweetpotato; at that same perform- 
ance St. Joseph took off his beard 
(some years he doesn’t wear one) and 
The 


stretch 


Mary was seen dumping 


waved to friends or relatives. 


shepherds walk around and 
their legs 
frighten the 


speak to friends or 


And the audi- 


and 
children. 


ence eats or drinks or just sits and 
chats. 
In the acting, there is no thought 


whatsoever given to the meaning—the 
lines are rattled off just as fast as the 
speakers can manage them. No effort 
is made to be understood. There is no 
attempt to ‘simulate 


communication of 


conversation of 


any sort betw een 


characters; and there certainly is none 


between the performers and the audi- 
ence. Lucifer, for example, during 
any number of his 170 scenes (he 
pops out of the framework ‘Hell’ 
sometimes to deliver only one line, in 
an aside), walks a measured pace back 
gesturing with 
an R.O.T.C. sword at the end of each 
lap. He delivers his lines in a mono- 
tone, almost to himself (it would be 
accurate to say he is overheard by the 
aydience). St. Michael is a little boy 
with a wooden sword, a strident voice, 
and no idea at all about what he is 


arrangements—no more than three in 
a room, the sexes separater d aiter the 


age of SIX, 


The author’s thesis is that their pas- 
sion for God and drama sustains them 
threugh their participation in ancient 
ceremonials which she characterizes 
as “ritual in the process of becoming 
drama.” 


To say that she describes Las Posa- 
das, Los Pastores and other spectacles 
is much too journalistic; rather, 
takes the reader with her and the two 
become near-participants. You see lit- 
tle known rites, such as the Apostles 
Twelve, the Blessing of the Animals, 
a carnival-like All Souls’ Day, even a 
Mexican version of Mother’s Day. 


she 


The book takes its title from a six 
inch silver ‘cradle, most important 
prop of Las Posadas and prized pos- 
session of the childless Graciana 
Reves. 


She traces the history of Los Pas- 
tores irom a Ninth Century mystery 
play, through Switzerland and France 
and Spain, and finally to our country 
350 years ago when the Christian ob- 
servance brought by the padres con- 
verged with that of a pagan Indian 
celebration of the Earth Mother, 
which took place also in late Decem- 
ber. 

The several existing manuscripts of 
the play vary a little. As given in San 
Antonio, the shepherds follow the ver- 
sion owned by Sacramento Grimaldo, 
and the devils follow the “book” of 
Doroteo Dominquez. The variations 
matter little. In the end the shepherds 
always-come to adore the Child of 
Beauty, The author's portraits of the 
devotee Graciana, of Doroteo, superb 
Lucifer, of Jesus Ramirez, Indian 
dancer, and of Pascual, humble educa- 
tor, are memorable. 

In spite of some strange characters 
and props, you will not find here the 
familiar and patronizing feature story, 


saying. Lucifer and St. Michael duel 
twice; the clicking of the swords, 
which proceeds at an obviously differ- 
ent rate from their verbal patter, is 
mechanical, stylized, rhythmical, with 
no attempt to pretend dueling. 


THE WHOLE THING is 
a religious exercise, not a dramatic 
production. The participants perform 
tor the grace to their souls, not for 
personal glory or for the edification of 
the audience, who probably would not 
understand the theological discussion 
anyway. The audience is there, too, 
largely as a spiritual exercise. They 
attend because it is a devotion. 


Somewhere during the show, the 
madrinas, or godmothers of.the show, 
interrupt the show and go out to the 
players and reward them—sometimes 
with cash contributed by the audience, 
sometimes with flowers — for per- 
forming, 


The last part of the play consists of 
more marching, the arrival at the sta- 
ble, the presentation of the gifts by 
the shepherds, and general adoration 
of the Christ Child. Everyone in the 
audience lines up to follow the shep- 
herds in approaching the manger and 
in kissing the foot of the doll Christ 
Child; some people in the audience, 
considering themselves mere specta- 


tors, detour. 


Most of the people do not return to 
their seats; they just go home. That 


Meaves almost nobody around during 


the last two or three songs. Year be- 
fore last, after most of the people had 
gone, the men forgot their words, 
which is unusual; the leader brought 
a small black notebook out from under 
his shepherd’s costume, consulted it, 
and Began again. St. Joseph grinned 
and walked off the job. Unless one 
wants to see the show packed up for 
the night—a curious and speedy per- 
formance—one starts for the gate. 
Unless one walks slowly, one gets 
through the gate and back into the 
world while the two-part harmony 
group is still doing the last song. 
Joun Ico 


POETRY OF THE POOR 


depicting Joseph in a pink shirt and 
straw sailor, ; newspaper- 
wrapped bundle of tamales as he helps 
Mary and the child to mount for the 
flight into Egypt. “The necessity,” she 
, is that Los Pastores shall be 
produced, the urge for drama ex- 


pressed, the sense of devotion satis- 
fied.” 


grasping a 


Says 


In her Foreword Mrs. Waugh says 
she is not a Mexican, a Catholic, or a 
scholar, She has been enchanted by 
these festivals, and in The Silver Cra- 
dle we see them with a measure of her 
tender insight and sympathy, The 


book, with its meticulous regard for 
truth, is a distinguished contribution 
to our understanding of one of the 


7 


population groups of Texas. 

“These are the offerings,” she says, 
“eternally repeated, of people like the 
Mendez who, accepting fate, living 
with a sense of continuity, out of pov- 
erty and picty create the poetry of the 
poor. 


Pen - and - ink 
W inn decorate the 


of each chapter, 


drawings by Bob 


beginning and end 


Epwin Suc Goree 
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IF YOU BUY A CAR— 

IF YOU BUY A HOUSE— 

IF ANY OF YOUR POLICIES EXPIRE— 
CALL 


‘BOW’ WILLIAMS 
Automobile and 
General Insurance 


Represents ICT— 


The Company Owned by Union Members 
624 LAMAR BOULEVARD 
USTIN, TEXAS 
TEL EPHONE GReenwood 2-054 
“LETS ABOLISH THE POLL TAX” 
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Relief Lines in A Texas Town 


Surplus Foods Distributed to Workless Farmhands; 
Kenedy’s Townsfolk Divide on the Program’s Merits 


Karnes City 
I noticed an unusual amount of 
activity in a building across the 
street from the Karnes County 
Courthouse. Inside, the county 
attorney, one of the commissioners, 
the sheriff, the sheriff's wife, and a 
deputy sheriff were passing out food 
parcels. 


County Judge W. S. Pickett said he 
was “electioneering.” I started to get 
in line and offer my vote for sale right 
then and there, but W. a, Herndon, 
who works for the U. S. Department 
of Public Welfare, said that they were 
distributing surplus commodities re- 
leased by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture for needy persons. 

The foods are distributed first 
through the National School Lunch 
Program; if anything is left over, 
through private charities; and if any 
further balance is left, through the 
county and local relief programs that 
can handle it. 

The commodities being distributed 
were butter, cheese, powdered milk, 
rice, beans, shortening, corn meal, 
flour, and rice. 

Herndon spoke of a welfare board 
meeting in San Antonio which con- 
sidered the tremendous expense of 
charity medical care at Robert B. 
Green Hospital, which cares for char- 
ity and tubercular cases. Most of the 
charity cases there were due to mal- 
nutrition, which a relatively small sum 
for surplus food could correct. 

“T have always objected to the idea 
of overproduction in our farm pro- 
gram,’ Herndon said. “The people I 
have had dealings with have always 
been undernourished.” 


T ED BUTLER, the county 
attorney, said, “I recall the Adlai 
Stevenson pamphlet showing bread- 
lines, but I never dreamed we would 
be in such a condition so soon after 
the Republicans were elected.” 

Judge Pickett estimated that around 
300 famiiles have already applied for 
relief, “but this is only the beginning.” 

Butler continued, “The Runge Com- 
missioner brought a truck over to get 
the food for the people in Runge. 
They did not even have funds to come 
over to Karnes City and get it.” 

Asked the cause of such a rush, the 
judge said “Dry weather, no work.” 

“That's one way of getting rid of 
surplus,” Sheriff Harper Morris said. 

“It beats shipping it overseas,” an- 
other bystander said. 

Westley Freeland, a Negro, was 
standing nearby to receive his food. 
I asked him what he thought of the 
program. 





Reese Inquiry Intensifies 


LONGVIEW 

Investigation is reported intensify- 
ing in the Oct. 22 murder of John 
Farl Reese, 16-year-old Negro youth 
of May flower , Texas. Texas Rangers 
are still working on the case, Sheriff 
Noble Crawford of Longview told the 
Observer recently, and bullets found 
the night of the murder are in posses- 
sion of the Department of Public 
Safety for examination, he reported. 

Reese was killed and two teen-age 
Negro girls were injured when bullets 
from a speeding car spewed into a 
cafe where they were passing a Satur- 
day evening. The car proceeded onto 
a farm road leading to Mayflower, a 
Negro community near Longview, and 
bullets were fired into a Negro school 
bus, a Negro mailbox, a Negro home 
—narrowly missing a middle-aged Ne- 
gress saying her midnight prayers— 
and into the Negro school house, 

A bond issue had been passed in the 
Tatum-Mayflower independent school 
district to be spent principally on a 
new Negro school at Mayflower, and 
some theorized that this might have 
been an issue in the shooting. Sheriff 
Crawford said at the time that some 
of the citizenry also thought it: might 
be “communists” but that he put no 
stock in that theory. 

The Observer reported the situation 
fully in November issues. + 


“T think it’s pretty good. Yes it help 
me out a whole lot. I used to work at 
the cottonseed oil mill, but it didn’t 
run this season. Now it’s just a job 
here and yonder,” 


Victor Washington, another Negro 
recipient, said, “It’s good. It helps a 
whole lot. I’ve got a mother-in-law 
that’s been sick for a whole year and 
its sho’ goin’ to help me a lot. 'm a 
farmer, got a hunderd acres. I work 
it myself.” 


In Kenedy, Joe Foster, a feed and 
seed merchant, said, “It ain’t no dis- 
grace to take it if you need it. When 
your wife and kids is hungry it’s 
time to dig a ditch and bury your 
pride. You can live on cornbread and 
beans. 


“TI’ve sold seed three times this year 
to several and they didn’t raise a 
stalk,” he said. 

Harding Johnson, a farmer buying 
feed in Foster’s store, said, “There’s 
plenty that needs it. You can make a 
good crop now and still not make a 
thing with expenses so high,” 


| WALKED into a drug 
store and saw Mike Moore, the local 
Oldsmobile dealer. He said: 

“They've always got their hand out. 
You can make a living without work- 
ing these days, but if you want to 
enjoy the better things you’ve got to 
work, Like a tramp that came up to 
me one day during the depression, 
‘Say,’ he says, ‘can you give me a 
dime? I know you wiil—you fat guys 
are always good for a touch, It’s them 
skinny guys that’s hard to get money 
out of. 


“Don’t offer me a job, mister,’ he 
said, ‘cause I won’t take #. The last 
work I done was 18 years ago. It was 
skinnin’ prarie mules. I decided then 
and there that there must be an easier 
way of makin’ a livin’ than that and 
I ain’t hit a lick of work since.’ 

“He went on with the damnedest 
monologue I ever heard,” Moore said. 
“*T never did steal for a livin’, never 
had to, I could always beg all I 
needed. Tramps ain't thieves; of 
course, there’s some that is, There’s 
honor among tramps.’ ” 


H. W. McGoldrick, 
of the Kenedy Bank, said, “I gue: 
it’s all right, but for your own ex 
perience go down to the city hall and 
offer one of them a job the day they 
get their governemnt checks. Just see 
if you can get one of them to work 
I can’t even get a lawn mowed any 
more. 


vice president 


“Of course, there’s some good that 
comes out of it, too. IT know an old 
farmer that worked all of his life, 
hard, and didn’t make a dime. He'd 
borrow a hundred dollars or so every 
year to farm with and always paid it 
back, but he never made 
Well, when he was 65 years old, 
sold his farm, bought himself a hous: 
here in town, and has been living on 
his old age pension and social security 
ever since. He hasn't a care in the 
world. I don’t guess he ever pute a 
dime in taxes in his life.” 

Leo Krochelle Thigpen, a farme 
and rancher, said, “I’d bet a thousand 
dollars that out of the first ten that 
came in line, that nine out of ten 
wouldn’t take a job if it was offered 
them. 

“I went down to the city hall and 
offered every one of a bunch dow: 
there.who were getting compensation 
a job, and not one of them wanted t 
work, I think it’s a crime to feed a 
bunch of trash like that.... It ain’t 


anything 


right for people who want to work to 


feed those that don’t want to work, 

“IT think as old as I am I could ¢ 
out and get some kind of Job and 
I were destitute and were hungry, I'd 
get any kind of a job I could get and 
wouldn’t go to Karnes City to hold 
my hand out for a living. I know 
they’re not working, never have and 
never will. 

“And if I get some letters about it, 
I don’t give a damn. I've got a waste 
basket. I was raised just as poor as 
any of those folks, but never in my 
life did I stick my hand out and beg 
Tt doesn’t help them. It just encour- 
ages them to be trifling.” 

And with a tasty supper of corn- 


bread, beans, rice, cheese, and pow- 
dered milk before me, I conclude this 
article, 


Dawn STRAWN 


State Sues for Some Oil Wells 


AUSTIN 

The Texas Company and the Sun 
Oil Company—along with other com- 
panies and individuals — apparently 
are going to have to fight the State of 
Texas and former land owners if 
they intend to keep their oil wells in 
the Francitas field in Jackson County. 

Former land owners are suing for 
5,000 acres of Jackson County land 
and the wells on grounds that back in 
1931 and 1932. the land was confis- 
cated for taxes, “knocked down” 
(sold) to the state, and then “at- 
tempted to be sold” by a county offi- 
cial to the Mauritzes of Jackson 
County for a price less than that then 
required by law (Observer, Dec. 14, 
1955), 

Now the state has intervened in the 
adopting some of the plaintiff's 
allegations, but maintaining that the 
land was actually sold to the state, that 
the subsequent transaction between 
the county official and the Mauritzes 
was null and void, and that the land 
now belongs to the state, not the 
former landowners, 

The state maintains that the former 
landowners, by failing to pay the back 
taxes within the legal two-year re- 
demption period, forfeited any claim 
they had to the land. 

Davis Grant, the first assistant at- 
tornev general, says the state’s pur- 
pose in the intervention is to get every- 
thing due the state. 

Spokesmen for the plaintiffs say 
that there are 75 oil wells worth per- 
haps eight to ten million dollars in- 
volved, 





case, 


The oil companies and other 4d 
fendants have not yet responded to 
the peitions of the plaintiffs and the 


DUSTERS COMING 
(F DROUTH HOLDS 


AUSTIN 
Vith five million acres of Texas 
n immediate danger of taking to 
in catastrophic dust storms, 
better water use, more federal aid, and 
dams were demanded last week 
as officials. 


y Te 
days in February, March 

April, along with normal winds, 

| denude acreage in 72 counties of 
Panhandle and South Plains of 
topsoil now lying dry and un- 
otected State soil: officer H. N. 


Pemple says there has been 

no effective rainfall in 

nce Dec. 1 and the entire state 
dry. 


(70% livers said that three-fourths 
is in a critical condition and 
extension of the emergency 

ovram of the federal govern- 
farmers and ranchers. He 

Jenson 


ecretary of Agriculture 
n many sections drouth is worse 


iny previous year. 
en. Jimmy Phillips, a candi- 
told Fort Worth 
that he is for more dams, 
iall, some large, but all cone 
the smallest unit of 

a ible. 

[fe said he wants a special session 
iter, even though some solutions 
problem would be precluded be- 
stitutional amendments are 
special session. He blamed 
animosities” and “petty jeal- 
killing a sound water pro- 
the last session of the state 


governor, 


te by gov- 


Off to San Augustine 


AUSTIN 
worters may be trekking to San 
over near the Louisiana 
ver the Ben Ramsey cam- 
f nditures suit. 
Fifty-third District Judge J. Harris 
( eranted Ramsey a change of 
nue from Austin to his home county 
ast week, but the change has been 
e course of the hearing Lt, 
ey—in the courtroom— 
ed he knows anything about 
he $11,000 in political advertising 
yr him by the Texas Press As- 
vain by: Sanford, 
ry of T.P.A., again said } 
mem wth who placed the ‘de 
an 1 for them. 
said T.P.A. handled 500,- 
the 1954 campaign and 
not possibly remember de- 


r 
exccue 


€.8, 3 ‘ iTmng 


of each account. He said he 
emphasize the Ramsey ad 
re not “destroyed.” They 


led by being placed in a 








state, ket. he said, 

WHAT BETTER GIFT for Christmas than MAY fey ERN: 
an original drawing, painting or sculp by giver — Marian H , Gurney, 
ce ae s Tex: tists? Why b er the firm name of Carré nel 
ture y young exas artists: *. in San Ar itonio, Bexar County, 
reproductions? Eeveryman a Medici! ) incorporate such firm immedi. 
name of Carrousel Children’s 
RENAISSANCE GALLERY the same place of business, said 


624 Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas 
Evening Hours 8 to 11 


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS 


NOTICE OF INCORPORATION 





Notice is hereby given of the intention to 
corporate a firm with offices in Co 
Texas, under the name of Jack Shackelford Ds 
orator, Inc.” 


pus Christi 


TO - eS OF ESTATE OF 
M. LEE, SR.: 

. is given that letters testamentary 1 
estate of S. M. Lee, Sr., deceased, were ¢& 
us November 28, 1955, by Count ‘our 
County. All persons having claim: 
estate should present same in time 
law, our residenees and post office 
Austin, Texas, being as follows: 

VERNON BYRON LEE 
7015 Burnet BR | 
JESSIE M. LE! 
301 North I ) 
Independent Executors rs of Estate of S. M. Lee, Sr. 





NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF ESTATE OF 
WILLIAM F. PEALE, DECEASED: 


Notice is hereby given that original Lette 
Testamentary upon the Estate of William 
Peale, Deceased, were issued to the undersigned 


on the 29th day of September, 1955, by 


County Clerk of Travis County, Texas. All fr - 
sons having claims against said estate are } t 
required to present the same to us, or either 


us, within the time prescribed by law. Our res 
dence is 1808 Travis Heights Blvd., Aus tin, _ Tes as, 
am A. 


and owr post office address is c-o Wi 
Browm, 702 Brown Bldg., Austin, Texas. 
ALLICE ETHEL PEALE 
WILLIAM FULTON PEALE, JR 


Independent Executors of the Hstate of 
William F. Peale, Dec ased 


jire all the assets and assume 
aid business. 
effective as 


ties of ¢ 
to be soon as 
ith day of December, A. D., 


EL CHILDREN’S 
MARIAN H. 


SHOP 
GURNEY, Owner. 


EXTRA MONEY MONTHLY 
SPARE TIME 
<ting money from our five 
Nut machines in this area. No 
work you must have car, 
ash, seeured by inventory. De- 
to business, your end on 
s will net up to several hun- 
with very good possi ilities 
time. Income increasing ac 
appli 





rview, include phone in 
Distributing Co., 251 West 

York City, 36, N.Y. 

CES 

¥ CONCERN: 

given that Philip Lieberman, 
eberman’s, intend incore 
tive immediat« der the 


[ ‘BERMAN'S OF RORSTOWN, 


PHILIP LIEBERMAN 


UECES 
TAY CONCERN: 
riven that Philip Lieberman, 


z as Lieberman's, intends to incore 
effective immediately, under 
f ; LIEBERMAN’S OF TAFT, ING 


PHILIP LIEBERMAN 
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THE WEEK IN TEXAS 


Damages ot are esti- 


$3 million 


mated atter a piet and a tloatu vy 
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drvdock burned in the biggest blaze in 
the Instory of the Houston ship chan 
. ‘ 
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@ \ c<timis of the 194 Texa 4 
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Irwin's reports that violence is 

x ! e strike of workers at tl 
Chl Citv Tron Works, One striker says 
“as run ove hy a ompat v bie 
carrving nonstrikers; Erwin savs that 
homec of two nonstrikers have bee n 


| 1 
Testy)! ed 


es and a 


The 


with incendiary dey 
third nonstriker has been shot at 


strike started Tan, 2 


@ W ] Mooxly lif of S in Antonio 

has gone into court in an effort 
to break the will of his father, W. L. 
Moody, Jr., Galveston financier whose 
estate is said to run to $400 million 
but which was valued officially at $55 
million. Moody ‘IIT was eut off with 
S! 


\ttornevs tor Safeway Stores 


rovernment 


tried to mon polize 


plead not guilty to 
allegations they 
retail grocery trade in Texas and parts 
of New Mexico. The case is in U.S 


district court in Fort Worth. 

@ |:1 Paso Natural Gas announces 
plans for a new pipeline and two 

gasoline treatment plants around EI 

I’aso at a cost of $20 million and pur- 

chase of two more refineries in New 

Mexico for $2 million. 


Insurance Co. 


@ .\merican General 


ot Housotn has bought control- 
ling interest in Union National Life 


Insurance Co. of Lincoln, Neb., which 


has S171 mill worth of insurance 


lon 


e \1 Arizona publisher told a 


Pexas daily newspaper seminar in 


\ustin that service to the conwuunity 
is the oni legitimate excuse for news- 
pap eXistence 
@ jhe Texas Supreme Court an- 
LITT wit revic the Harris 
Ci c iN idopt« 1 tor right-of- 
Wal ind le uy slative authorization. 
\t (sen. John Ben Shepperd has 
mamtamed Legislature didn’t have 
pow to authorize it. A similar tax 
} } ] wic 1 Dallas 
@ French Robertson, Texas Prison 
Board lairman, says that the 


Vv appears 
are enjoying the Ob- 
S \ \ ec ial on the | ist 
Texas Reese) case was one of the 
ost dynamic and human I've ever 
How n 1 Texas needs the Ob- 
server when such as this can happen 
MRS. BONNIE NELSON 
New York City 
Proteges 

To the Editor: 
(governor Shivers’s) sta *king the 
nts of state with his 
proieges, and the resultant corruption, 
s beginning to overtake him, until it 


ost full-time job to sup- 


press the putrid operations that have 
heen in effect for a loag period .... 


M. M. JOHNSON 
Dallas 


Warmup 


To the Editors 

I see that the Governor has already 
started warming up tor next year s 
campaign, and from now unittl next 
N ber every Democrat is a wild- 


nk mm here book ee 
S. W. NICHOLS 


Box 226, Roc kdale 


Full Charge 
To the Editor: 

ie Negroes are taking the city 
over, and | heheve that within ten 


years they will have full charge of 
Houston 

RAYMOND CROUCH 

P.O. Box 89, Center 


New Role 
To the Editor: 

Mr. Allan Shivers recently played a 
minor role m a moving picture. He ts 
currently starring in .., “Scandals of 
1953—or, I Didn't Have Time To Be 
Governor.” 

M. FE. MOSS 
4413 Cynthia, Bellaire 


Senator Daniel 
To the | ditor: 

It seems inconsistent with his prin- 
ciple for Daniel to be considering run- 
ning governor while serving ia 
Washington as Senator. If he runs 
without resigning he will be usurping 
public oflice for political gain. If he 
resigns he will be neglecting Senate 
duties, leaving Texas without a sena 
tor with vital committee seniority ... 
Daniel should keep faith with 1952 
promises and serve owt his six-year 
term, 


tor 


H. E. PERRY 
RFD 1, Honey Grove 


cotton acreage reduction this year may 
cost the prison system $1.5 million and 
for legislative 


force it to ask more 


funds. 


@ Hidalgo County's auditor has de- 
nied charges that the delinquent 
tax office payroll has been padded 
regularly over a period of years, de- 
frauding the state of $25,000. 
@ A criminal libel suit against the 
former mayor of Corsicana, C. C. 
been postponed until 


Sapp. has 
| 


March, 


@ Drew’ Pearson has transcribed 

two television programs on U.S. 
Trust & Guaranty, the collapsed bank- 
ig-insuranee firm which sponsored 
him in Texas. This month he is of fer- 


ing the two programs free to the same 


No Equal 
To the Editor: 


Special praise and congratulations 
..for your untiring efforts in digging 
out information on the “Texas 
sanking’ Tragedy.” It is increasingly 
evident that you are living and work- 
ing in a period....that has no equal 


the 


for dishonesty and fraud. The number 
of our officials in executive, legisla- 
and judicial bran allied or 
consenting to this rot, is appalling. 
May vou continue to have the cour- 
age and strength to keep up your ex- 
work.... 
RALPH L, EVANS 


Corsicana 


Ces, 


l ¥e. 


cellent 


New Blood 

To the Editor: 

-... Your paper has ably and amply 
demonstrated....that there are very 
few if any personages in (the Legis- 
lature} who are competent or qualifi- 
ed to do any mvestigating without a 
millstone of private interest and po- 
litical implications and considerations 
lowering their heads... would there- 
fore suggest that new blood be inject- 


ed into these so-called investigating 
committees. ...At the right elbow of 
each of the elected representatives 


there should be a private citizen.... 
T. P. COWAN 
4521 Helen, Corpus Christi, 


(That’s the trouble now—a private 
citizen is at eacu elbow. Printer’s Dev- 


il.) 


Time to Stop 
To the Feditor : 

Your December 21st issue should vO 
into the home of honest man 
in Texas, Ybdu certainly told the story 
well, I have an idea this will do a lot 
ot good, When any state government, 
or its agencies, is run so loosely as 
some of our have, it is time fo “Stop, 
Look, and Listen.” 

O. H. MOORE 
De Leon, Texas, 


A ‘Ghastly Situation’ 


To the Editor: 

Relative to a letter appearing in the 
Observer and written by a Mr. Wal- 
don of Huntsville, I must say that I 
am shocked that such tripe could come 
from the mind of a journalist ... 

Waldy-boy labels such great men as 
Adlai Stevenson, Hubert Humphrey, 
Estes Kefauver, and Averell Harri- 
man as “radicals.” I dare say, if de 
fending the Constitution ... and pro- 
tecting the rights and liberties granted 
by this same document renders a man 
“radical,” is very likely that they 
will plead “guilty”... 

Allan Shivers has done hitk more 
than help Texas deteriorate into a 


every 


Texas stations on Which he advertised 
the company. 


@ Atty. Gen. Shepperd said Ben 
Franklin, if alive today, would “snort 
his glasses off and start another revo- 
lution” over “the destruction of state 
laws by federal pre-emption, the rob- 
bing of state treasuries through fed 
eral usurpation of fields of taxation, 
and the making of laws by the judi- 
ciary instead of Congress.” He said 
Franklin wauld “wonder why we have 
no laws to remove from office any 
public official who hides public ree- 
ords, stands on the Fifth Amendment 
and refuses to account for his official 


conduct.” 


@ Texas Baptists will spend half a 

million dollars in all on evangeli- 
cal work with Texas Latin-Americans 
in 1956, the Baptists’ convention in 
Fort Worth was told. 
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“Den of Iniquity” .... The people of 
Texas must remedy the ghastly situa- 
tion that exists in Texas government. 
CLARENCE S. THOMPSON 
1202 Wyoming St., San Antonio 


s 


Dallas Car Tax 


To the Editor: 
The Dallas car tax question has 
been twice defeated but refuses to die. 


I have read the papers through both 
, and there was not once a 
clear statement of the issues. Despite 


this, the people smelled a rat and 
voted it down. 
The way the bill was written the 


tax would be smaller on many trucks 
than on cars. How ridiculous can we 
get ?..... It is the heavy trucks which 
destroy our highways and streets.... 
Destructive pounding goes on as the 
square of the axle load, so that a load- 
ed truck is not ten times but a hundred 
times more damaging to the public’s 
roads than a car. Thus, overload laws 
must be vigilantly enforced and viola- 
tors punished not by petty fines but 
by prohibitive fines. 

\gain, trucks regularly run up 60,- 
000 miles per year, where the family 
car will run only 10,000 to 20,000 
The car license tax is a “head 
tax” and ignores the mileage factor. 
A gasoline tax would be more fair. A 
good workable ton-mile tax would be 
he most equitable solution. ccce 

The amendment proposes a yearly 
tax on all vehicles registered in Dal- 


miles 


las County, the tax to be one-third of & 


the state license -fee, but not to ex- 
ceed $3.00 per axle for trucks. 

ROBERT N. JONES 

3002 Dutton St., Dallas 11, Texas 


An Alley 
To the Editor: 

»... I am convinced something of 
magic has been pulled on Lyndon and 
Uncle Sam, These two gentlemen are 
old horses in the political arena and 
know their way around, but for them 
to agree on (Ben) Ramsey as being 
acceptable to them and the Demo- 
cratic Party is beyond the compre- 
hension of any hberal Democrat. 

In the past their word was a lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path, 
but it seems to me the light has been 
turned out and the path turned into 
an alley called Brown Root .... 

Knowing Lyndon and Uncle Sam 
as | do, I just can’t help but believ 
their acceptance of Ole Ben ... means 
they have something up their sleeves; 
let’s hope sa 

..«» Without your good paper the 
Democrats in Texas would be like 
the ‘blind and deaf man who bost his 


hearing aid, 
PHIL KERAS 
Box 333, Wharton 
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